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:1s can be documented (with norc detailed figures to be 
Eurnished later) the SUliEX-AI? systen has becone heavily 
loaded, to the point of significant discomfort for many 
external users. This is particularly discollraging at the 
point where i.ntcrcsting prograrr,s (1 ike CoF~CK~Z) have -been 
developed to a level of real utility, and which then 
require field-testing to demonstrate tlleir full value, and 
to polish ttlen from the ultimate users’ standpoint. 

Within t!le SU!IEX group at Stanforc!, f.J c 3 r e 
undertaking serious studies on various technical 
alternatives for the long-range solutio‘ns to these 
problems. These are being prepared in tine Eor t!le 
suboission of the SUTIEX-AI:! project renewal application 
intended for June, 1977. 

I) r. ,12narel has led one of ttie largest, rlnst important 
and nost creative of t!je SU:;EX-user groups, a n 2 its 
requircncnts constitute a significant part of the load. The 
strengthening of the SUTCERS-10 facility, particularly in n 
coordinntfltl P:;? nagerinl Erarnellork, would plain317 be of great 
use to that cluster of AI?l-user projects, and could also 
provide imr3cdiatc conputer-power for a significant group of 
users thus lightening the overal’l burden. The ac!option of 
compati?)l.e operating systens -- which is now economical in 
the light of !1EC support of TOPS-20 -- would facilitate 
that sharing of resources, with particular nterit for 
east-coast users. 

Al.though conputer -network connunications remain a 
viable option for transcontiztental resource sharing, 
restrictions on the use of ABPAIIET, and idiosyncrasies of 
the avsilahlc commercial systens, are such that many users 
would be not-e comfortable working within feasible 
direct-dial-up range of the serving machine. This is 
particularly important in clinical applications; less so in 
the chenical ones which are r-tore computer-intensive. 

:: e tllereforc concur that !)r. t\nnrej’s appli.cation 
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could serve as a valuable augmentation of SUNES-AI3 
~JAT~O?1AI,[.,Y-shared resources, as well as of its primary 
regional purposes. We are certainly rJilling to cooperate to 
the utmost in assuring a connon management Eramework for 
the allocation of the resource, and in the endeavour to 
sustain the highest practicable technical compatibility (or 
conplemcntarity where this is indicated.) 


